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INTRODUCTION

In contemporary societies, the activities of public administration have
increasingly become more complex and versatile. There is a need to establish new
forms of organisation and to transform the administrative system for the purpose
of ensuring a higher degree of professionalism and reducing political influence
in performing administrative activities, setting up higher operational standards,
simplifying administrative procedures, assuring the transparency of decision-
making processes and encouraging competitiveness within the public sector. These
are the modern requirements of “the New Public Management”, which reaflirms the
principles of efficiency, productivity and profitability of the administrative system.
In the majority of developed countries, public agencies have proved to be the most
adequate form for accomplishing these objectives.

Public agencies may concurrently perform developmental, professional and
regulatory activities, as well as other devolved functions pertaining o the purpose
of their establishment. They are fully autonomous in their work, which is a result of
the professional nature of the assigned tasks. They are independent in terms of their
operations, which implies that neither the founder nor the service users may have a
prevalent influence on the decision-making processes of the public agency authorities.
Lastbut not least, they are also financially independent, as they are primarily funded from
the fees paid by the service users. A public agency may be founded if the developmental,
professional and regulatory activities do not require a constant and direct political
supervision, if the agency may perform the assigned tasks more efficiently than a body
of state administration, and particularly if the public agency activities may be fully or
predominantly financed from the fees paid by the service users.

1. THE LEGAL ENVIRONMENT

1. Public agencies have appeared as special public legal institutions in Slovenia in
2002 with the adoption of the Law on Public Agencies, which regulated issues related
to the status of public agencies. This law is a lex generalis for all status legal issues of


































































